Core Requirement 6 of the Fair Defense Act
COMPENSATION OF COUNSEL APPOINTED UNDER THIS PLAN. 

a.  Fixed Rate Compensation for representation of persons charged only with    
misdemeanor offense. Attorneys appointed to represent eligible persons 
charged or being held by Fannin County only on misdemeanor offenses shall be 
compensated according to the following fee schedule adopted as provided under 
Article 26.05(b) of the Code of Criminal Procedure:

	DISPOSITION
	FEE

	BY JURY OR NON-JURY TRIAL
	$400 PER HALF-DAY

$750 PER DAY

	AGREED PLEA OR DISMISSAL OF CHARGES PRIOR TO JURY SELECTION
	$300

	AGREED PLEA ON JAIL CHAIN DOCKET, REQUIRING ONLY ONE CLIENT CONSULTATION AND ONE COURT APPEARANCE; OR MTR/MTA
	$175

	PREPARING AND FILING BRIEF ON APPEAL
	$1,200 PER APPELLATE BRIEF FILED

	PRETRIAL HABEAS CORPUS OR BOND MOTIONS
	$100

	REPRESENTATION OF PERSONS CHARGED WITH MULTIPLE MISDEMEANOR OFFENSES
	UP TO AN ADDITIONAL $100

	REPRESENTATION OF PERSONS UNABLE TO SPEAK AND UNDERSTAND THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
	UP TO AN ADDITIONAL $100


b.  Compensation Above Fixed Rate for representation of persons charged only with 
misdemeanor offenses. The County Court at Law Judge may approve payment ABOVE the fixed rate amounts in unusual circumstances or where the fee would be manifestly inappropriate because of circumstances beyond the control of the appointed counsel.  At the time such circumstances become apparent, the attorney must advise the court, in writing, of the circumstances.  Such information shall be provided to the presiding judge ex parte and in camera.  At the time the attorney submits application for payment, the attorney must attach in triplicate a detailed explanation of services performed including 
the       
       date performed, the time spent on each activity, and a designation of in court or out of court time.  Said request shall be submitted no later than the time case is finalized or pled, along with all necessary supporting documentation to be considered for compensation above the fixed rate.  If said request is untimely, the attorney will be compensated at the fixed rate.

c.  Application for Payment for representation of persons charged with felony and 
misdemeanor offenses.  Counsel shall submit requests for payment according 
to the following provisions:

i. All requests for payment shall be made using the auditor’s approved Attorney Fee Voucher form, attached as Appendix 5, or such substantially similar voucher as may be approved by the court.  Unless the voucher is submitted to the court at the plea hearing, the voucher shall be submitted to the Fannin County Clerk’s office for misdemeanor cases and to the Fannin County District Clerk’s Office for felony and juvenile cases, located at the Fannin County Courthouse.

 d.  Compensation for felony or juvenile cases:

i.  Attorneys are to be paid a reasonable fee for the following:  time spent 
in court making an appearance; reasonable and necessary time spent out 
of court on the case, supported by documentation that the court requires; 
preparation of an appellate brief and preparation and presentation of oral 
argument to an appellate court; and preparation of a motion for 
rehearing.  A fee schedule is to govern these payments, taking into 
account reasonable and necessary overhead rates.  No payment is to be 
made to the attorney unless the judge approves the payment.  If the 
judge disapproves the requested amount, the judge shall make written 
findings stating the amount of payment and the reasons for any 
disapproval.  An attorney whose request for payment is disapproved may 
appeal the disapproval.  Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 26.05(a)-(e).

ii. The following are set as the minimum and maximum allowable fees for 
  appointed Lead Counsel:



1.  Hourly payment for felony cases (State Jail-First Degree) 

       shall be made at a rate of $50 to $100 per hour for 

       preparation time, contested hearings, trial and appeals.



2.  Hourly payment for juvenile matters shall be at a rate of $50 

      to $100 per hour for preparation time, detention hearings, 

      adjudication hearings, and disposition hearings.



3.  Hourly payment for capital murder cases shall be at a rate of 

      $125 per hour for preparation time, contested hearings, trial 

      and appeal.  Second chair shall be paid at a rate set out in 

      paragraph (1) above.

   iii.  The 336th District Court Judge each  year  shall   review the fee 
        schedule and shall have the authority to modify the fee schedule.

